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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claixM 9, 18 and 27, and amend claims 1, 10, 19, 20 and 22-26 as foUows: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of automatic measurement of audio presence 
and le\rel by direct processing of a data stream representing an audio sigaal, comprising: 

(a) extracting sub-band data ficom the data stream; 

(b) dequaxJtiwne denormalizixig the exoracted sub-band data; 

(c) measuring an audio level for the decjuantized and denoimalizcd sub-band data without 
reconstructbg the audio signal using channel charactedstics; [[and]] 

(d) comparing die measured audio level against at leaoe one or more threshoIdsL^d 

(e^ triggering an alflr ^ when one of the thresholds is e^v rfteded. w^ftftf^ jhf thresholds are 
set CO g en^^-^^^ nUrm based on loss of the audio s ignal, or when an average level of the audio 
signal is too high or too low . 

2. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1, further comprising using a psychoacousric model 
in determining a perceived level of the measured audio signal according to human ear sensitivity. 

3. (CANCELED) 

4. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1, wherein the channel 
characteristics are used to weight an instantaneous level 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1. wherein the channel 
characterisdcs are used to weight an overall level, 

6. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1, wherein the sub-band data represents the audio 
signal's power in each £cequency band represented by each sub-band at a pardculat point in time. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1 , funher comprising averaging the audio level over 

time. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1, further comprising thresholding the audio level. 
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9. (CANCELED) 

10. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus for automatic measutemeot of audio 
presence and level by direct processing of a data stteam representing an audio signal, comprising: 

(a) means for extracting sub-baud data &om the dara stream; 

(b) means for dequaurizing and denormaliidng che extracted sub-band data; 

(c) means for measucing an audio level for the dequandzed and denonnali2ed sub-band data 
without reconstructing the audio signal using channel charaacrifitics; [[andl] 

(d) means for comparing the measured audio level against attea« one ippyq dircsholdsi 

and 

ir^^nt fnr mggeting an alarm when one of th ft fhtesholda ia exceedH whetcin the 
fhf#.shn1ri« are set to gcfletat e the fllflrm baa«i no. loss of the audio stpnal or wbffl m ftvmgg IffiESl 
of thft aiidin signfll is too hioh or too low. 

11. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising means for using a 
psychoacousric model in determining a perceived level of che measured audio signal according to 
human ear sensitivity, 

12. (CANCELED) 

13. (PRJEVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparams of claim 10, wherein the channel 
characteristics ate used ro weight an instantaneous level 

14. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 10. wherein the channel 
characteristics are used to weight an overall level. 

15. (ORIGINAL) The appataros of claim 10, wherein the sub-band data represents the 
audio signal's power in each feequency band represented by each sub-band at a particular point in 
timc. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising means for averaging the 
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2.udio level over unie. 

17. (ORIGINAL) The appacatuS of claim 10, fuitbcr comprising means for thtcsholding the 
audio level 

18. (CANCELED) 

19. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) Aq artidc of miuiufiictujc comprifliag a prog g flm atorago 
dcvicQ ombodyias A computer readable mea inm encoded with insttuctlofls diat, when executed by a 
processor, result in the processor perfonning a mediod of automatic measurement of audio 
presence and levd by direct processing of a data stream representing an audio signal, comprising: 

(a) exizacttng sub-band data &om the data stceam; 

(b) dequantizing and denormalizing the extracted sub-band data; 

(c) measuting an audio level for the dcquantized and denormalized sub-band data without 
reconstructing the audio signal using channel characteristics; [[and]] 

(d) comparing the measured audio level against at least one or more thresholdsiand 

fr) trig gerin g an alarm when one of the th resholds is exceeded, wherein dac threshold? ayp 
set to generate the alarm ba?;ed on loss of the audio signal, or when an ftvemge level of the audio 
signal is too high or too low . 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The adMtele method of daim 19, funher comprising using * 
a paychoacousric model in determining a perceived level of the measured ai»dio signal according to 
human ear sensidvity. 

21. (CANCELED) 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The af&^ aafilhod of claim 19, wherein the channel 
chatacterisrics are used to weight an instantaneous leveL 

23- (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The aniclc method of claim 19, wherein die channel 
characterisucs are used to w eight an overall leveL 
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24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The fi^eele method of claim 19, whetein the sub-band 
data represents dac audio signal's power in each ficequency band represented by each sub-band at a 
paxacukr point in time. 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The aeeete method of claim 19, furdier comprising 
averaging the audio level over dme. 

26. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The aca^ method of claim 19, further comprising 
diresholding the audio level 

■ 

27. (CANCELED) 
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